DO YOU AGREE OR DISSAGREE WITH THIS AND EXPLAIN WHY 75 WORDS OR MORE FOR EACH. 
1.(AL)  This question is great to discuss right now, especially with the pandemic we currently face. Since the COVID-19 outbreak occurred, we have seen our lives change drastically in such a short time. Within these past few months the COVID-19 virus had affected over a million people globally (Gupta, Kakkar, 2020). Unfortunately, this pandemic is affecting each state in different ways while continuing to increase within the population of humans. Several states and countries are in lock down and require anyone to wear a mask while out in public and avoid large group gatherings. Having this quarantine strategy has slowed the pace of the sickness for individuals who live in these states or countries (Jia, Ding, Liu, Liao, Li, Duan, eta., 2020). However, there are states that are being extremely relaxed about people wearing masks in public places and gathering in groups. Either way, everyone is struggling with companies being shut down causing employer’s to have to lay off their employee’s. This has caused a decrease in nation’s currency. To help with the decrease in everyone’s money shortage, the government has found ways help the people. This way of helping has been in the means of everyone receiving a stimulus check to help pay for items they need or pay bills, workplaces are changing their focus from their normal inventory to products that are currently in high demand, as well as keeping landlords from increasing or demanding their money before it is due.
            Even though there is more things that the government has done to help people within this trying time, these three things involve price control the most. For instance, many companies have been able to keep their employees working by producing products that are helping the economy through this pandemic. Several of these products include cleaning items, personal hygienic items, and even face masks that are in high demand at this time. Other workplaces that have stayed open and in high demand are the healthcare providers. However, to keep people who are unable to work and receive a paycheck the stimulus check that has been offered to people is allowing them to buy those high demand products at a reasonable price. The stimulus check is also allowing people to pay their rent or other bills without having the fear of losing their homes within this pandemic.
 2.(MH) When the government intervenes and decides what the maximum and minimum price of something will be, it is known as price control. Under price control, the maximum that something could be priced at is known as the price ceiling, and the minimum price would be known as the price floor. A price ceiling will create repeated scarcities. The price floors will create an excess. Moreover, price controls are implemented on things such as rent, gasoline, and minimum wages (Sexton, 2013). Price controls are even implemented during natural disasters (Samuels & Puro, 1991). While price controls are can be deemed as good, there is also a downside.
Consequently, there are unintended consequences that come along with price controls. For example, while implementing a price control to make housing more affordable, there is a chance that there may be limited housing on the market. Also, lower-priced housing could affect the quality of housing (Sexton, 2013). With that in mind, there are people who contest any form of price controls (Shultz, 1977). Coincidentally, in every situation that involves price controls, there are benefits and negatives.
                The world had recently been plagued with COVID-19, aka Coronavirus. Consumers quickly found themselves in a panic, trying to buy sanitizing products as well as household paper products (Kafele, 2020). Consumers needed more products despite the increase.  By that same token, needing more despite the fact that the price increased is known as an increase in demand (Sexton, 2013). As the initial demand went up when COVID-19 took the world by storm, we started to see a spike in prices for normal household goods. People were charging more than 50 dollars for a bottle of hand sanitizer. The spike in prices prompted the government to step in and say enough is enough. The governor of New York decided to crack down on price gouging. The mandate helped consumers afford the necessary items; however, it created other issues. Consequently, with the price controls in place, there were massive shortages. People who needed supplies could not get them, such as doctors or workers working on the front lines (Kafele, 2020).  
                For myself, I was saddened watching health care workers wearing masks over and over again, while I would see people walking around with the N95 mask that the health care workers needed. However, it becomes a catch 22; are those people who protect themselves from getting COVID-19, less important humans than doctors?  
                In the end, price controls have benefits and negatives. There are times that the government should step in. However, their mandates do not come without consequences. There will always be some who reap the benefits and some who do not (Sexton, 2013). In my opinion, the good outweighs the bad in most instances; I feel that it does help those that need it.


